340              Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
Two cubic centimeters of virus are sufficient for pigs weighing from 30 to 60 pounds.
The owner of a herd whose brood sows are regularly double-treated has little to worry about. The small pigs are protected while they are sucking and just before weaning they may be double-treated with safety.
Treatment of pregnant sows
Sows should always be double-treated before they are bred. If infection is present in the herd, they must be treated regardless of the state of pregnancy. It is the general practice to avoid double treatment of pregnant sows that are very near farrowing time. If cholera threatens a herd at this time the sows may be single-treated and double-treated later on. It should be remembered that the single treatment of the sows will not protect the pigs when they are born and they should be promptly single-treated soon after they are farrowed.
So far as abortion is concerned, it does not make any difference whether the treatment is single or double, for the percentage of abortions following vaccination is about the same in either case. When abortions occur after treatment, it is probable that the rough handling had as much to do with the trouble as anything else.
SWINE PLAGUE
Swine plague or hemorrhagic septicemia is an infectious disease of swine caused by a specific germ which is found normally in the air passages of many healthy hogs. The germ is usually harmless unless the vitality of the animal is lowered by some other disease such as hog cholera, necro, worms, or flu. Improper feed and care may also weaken pigs to such an extent that the germs are able to overcome the natural resistance of the animals and produce disease. Some investigators refuse to accept swine plague as a distinct infection which is able to kill pigs unaided by some other disease or condition which first weakens the animals and paves the way for the plague germs to multiply.